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SPECIAL SESSION-----ROANOKE CITY COUNCIL

September 17, 2001

1:00 p.m.

The Council of the City of Roanoke met in a special session on Monday,
September 17, 2001, at 1:00 p.m., in the Emergency Operations Center Conference
Room, Room 159, Noel C. Taylor Municipal Building, 215 Church Avenue, S. W., City
of Roanoke, with Mayor Ralph K. Smith presiding, pursuant to Section 10, Meetings
of Council of the Charter of the City of Roanoke.

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members William H. Carder, W. Alvin
Hudson, Jr., Linda F. Wyatt, William D. Bestpitch and Mayor Ralph K. Smith-------------5.

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member C. Nelson Harris (arrived at
1:10 p.m.), and William White, Sr.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------2.

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: Alfred T. Dowe, Jr.,
Robert B. Manetta and D. Kent Chrisman, Chair-------------------------------------------------------3.

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: Gilbert E. Butler, S. Wayne
Campbell, Melvin L. Hill and Richard A. Rife-------------------------------------------------------------4.

STAFF PRESENT: Darlene L. Burcham, City Manager; William M. Hackworth,
City Attorney; James D. Grisso, Director of Finance; Stephanie M. Moon, Deputy City
Clerk; and Martha P. Franklin, Secretary, City Planning Commission.

COUNCIL-CITY PLANNING COMMISSION:  The Mayor referred to the following
communication calling the special meeting of Council:

“September 14, 2001

The Honorable Mayor and Members
   of the Roanoke City Council
Roanoke, Virginia

Dear Mayor Smith and Members of Council:

Pursuant to Section 10, Meetings of Council, of the Charter of the City
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of Roanoke, (1950), I am calling a special meeting of Roanoke City
Council for Monday, September 17, 2001, at 1:00 p.m., in the Emergency
Operations Center Conference Room, Room 159, Noel C. Taylor
Municipal Building, 215 Church Avenue, S. W.  The purpose of the
meeting will be to engage in a work session with the City Planning
Commission with regard to presentation of the Downtown Roanoke
Outlook Plan.

Sincerely,

(S)George C. Snead for
Darlene L. Burcham
City Manager”

The Mayor called on the City Manager for introduction of the briefing.

The City Manager expressed appreciation to City Council and the City Planning
Commission for an opportunity to present a briefing on the Outlook Roanoke Plan
for downtown Roanoke, as well as offer results of a parking study that was
commissioned in concert with the downtown plan. 

Ms. Burcham called upon Matt Kennell, Executive Director, Downtown
Roanoke, Inc., for remarks.  Mr. Kennell recognized the members and participants of
the Outlook Steering Committee, which consisted of downtown business people and
property owners, residents of Roanoke County, real estate brokers and Downtown
Roanoke, Inc., Board Members.   Thereafter, he introduced Ray Gindroz, consultant
with Urban Design Associates.  

Mr. Gindroz reviewed a slide presentation highlighting the results of the first
five years of the Master Plan; and acknowledged the progress made to date on
proposed efforts:

? Rebuilding Gateways

? Reconnecting City Streets

? Defining City Places

? The Rail District

? Downtown Living
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? Regional Marketing and Community Investment

He noted the  following key parts in connection with the downtown area:

The new Carilion Biomedical Institute that will extend from
the Roanoke River and Victory Stadium site to Elm
Avenue;

The Library and Elmwood Park;

Church Avenue, the most pedestrian-oriented east-west
street that links the City Market and Williamson Road with
City Hall and the Jefferson Center;

Campbell and Salem Avenues and the railroad tracks with
their collections of underutilized, but useful buildings; and

The Higher Education Center north of the tracks.

Mr. Gindroz stated that the Plan presents market strategies which emerged
from the research that provide the foundation for the initiatives proposed; and private
efforts, along with public improvements and public/private partnerships have been
formulated into the five primary initiatives: (1) Elmwood Park; (2) Church Avenue; (3)
E-Town; (4) The Market; and (5) the Jefferson Center.

He further stated that in order to support each of the initiatives, Urban Design
Associates recommends improving and creating a series of frameworks which will
interconnect more effectively with parts of downtown; that changes in lifestyle and
demographics have resulted in a demand for apartments and condominiums with
easy access to restaurants, entertainment, shopping, cultural facilities, and work; the
presence of high quality housing creates a reassuring image of security and stability,
which in turn encourages development of retail and cultural activities; results of the
Zimmerman/Volk Associates residential market study suggest that, based on target
market propensities and compatibilities, a full range of housing types – from multi-
family to single-family detached units – would be attractive to prospective residents;
and housing preferences identified by the study indicate that the annual market
potential for newly-created, market-rate, multi-family or single-family attached units
in downtown Roanoke is distributed among three basic types:

Rental apartments/lofts 59%
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For sale apartments/lofts 22%
Townhouses 19%
Total 100%

Mr. Gindroz advised that in order to encourage development of high
technology businesses, the City of Roanoke will need a more dynamic and vital
downtown with amenities that young, highly-trained professionals expect in their
working environment.

He further advised that the Higher Education Center has been so successful
that it will clearly need to expand in the near future; the downtown Library needs to
be improved; integrating cultural facilities will continue to be an essential component
in creating a dynamic downtown; and Center in the Square programs remain a major
part of those ongoing efforts.

He highlighted the five initiative areas and opportunities, as follows:

Elmwood Park Initiative  

Elmwood Park, the only large park in Downtown Roanoke is located on
a high point on Jefferson Street and provides a magnificent view of the
distant mountains.  Elmwood Park should be developed into a world-
class park.   The Elmwood Park Initiative includes the following
elements:

Revitalization of the Park -  (1) if the Library is rebuilt in the
park, the consultants recommend that it be located on the
high land close to Elm Avenue; and (2) thereby opening
the rest of the park to both Jefferson Street and Bullitt
Avenue.

Carilion Hospital Property - the Biomedical Institute begins
just south of the hospital and is integrated with it.  The
consultants recommend building a new medical or
medical-related facility in the underused front yards of the
existing hospital buildings, in order to better define the
park and to connect the complex to the City.

North and East Side Development Sites - the consultants
recommend extending Bullitt Avenue to Williamson Road,
thereby further defining the park and connecting it to the
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downtown network.  While in the greater interest of
developing a world-class park, the design of the Bullitt
Avenue extension should be sensitive to the impact which
it will have upon the existing Magnolia Walk in Elmwood
Park and could be sealed off to through traffic during
performances or festivals.

Church Avenue Initiative

The Church Avenue Initiative includes a series of public improvements,
civic and institutional buildings, and private development opportunities,
as follows:

Heironimus Building - the building’s facade should be
restored; parking should be provided in a garage on the
south side of the building; and the upper floors of other
buildings on Jefferson Street should be renovated for
residential use, thus addition to the critical mass of
downtown residents. 

Williamson Road and Church Avenue - a civic building
would provide a visual focus for Church Avenue, block the
view of the expressway, and create a pleasant gateway
into the Belmont neighborhood to the east.  Possible uses
include a Fire Station to replace historic Fire Station No. 1
on Church Avenue which is being considered for a
museum, or a new downtown Library.  The property at the
northwest corner of Williamson Road and Church Avenue
is currently used for parking and is an important site for
completing the City Market area. 

The Grand Building - the consultants encourage
development of this building as either loft apartments or as
office/accelerator space with retail uses on the ground
floor.

E-Town Initiative

The consultants recommend that this area be extended to the Henry
Street area to include the Higher Education Center and to support the
efforts to rebuild this historic district; and that a new north-south street
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between Campbell Avenue and Warehouse Row to connect the space
more effectively to Campbell Avenue and to provide frontage of the
housing and office buildings.

Warehouse Row - the buildings are well-suited to high tech offices and
are presently under consideration for adaptive re-use.  The consultants
recommend the conversion of as many buildings as possible to
incubator space.

First Street Bridge - the consultants recommend that the proposed
elevator be constructed at the south end of the bridge to address
accessibility issues, but that the bridge continue to carry vehicles.

Henry Street and the Higher Education Center - the consultants
recommend building on the success of the Higher Education Center, in
coordination with the efforts of the Roanoke Neighborhood
Development Corporation, to implement the Henry Street Initiative.  The
Ebony Club should be restored and brought back to useful life.  New
office construction could be used to rebuild the urban character of
Henry Street. 

Market Initiative

Downtown’s most celebrated and loved area, the Market, continues to
be a destination in the region and the center of public life for the City.
By incrementally reinforcing the Market area with additional housing
and retail and entertainment uses, the future of the Market will be more
secure.  Elements should include:

Billy’s Ritz Restaurant - the building and its location make
it idea for downtown housing .  It may be possible to link it
to Center in the Square’s IMAX development.

IMAX - this attraction is in the development process and
should be coordinated with other developments
suggested for the City Market.

Two-way Streets - the consultant recommends that the
remainder of Campbell Avenue be converted to a two-way
street.  A number of studies comparing one- and two-way
street systems have documented that two-way streets are
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safer for pedestrians, enhance retail visibility and,
therefore, sales.

Jefferson Center Initiative

Jefferson Center is an important public investment that is expanding
and improving.  Elements of the initiative, many of which coincide with
the Jefferson Center Area Master Plan of October 1997 include:
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New YMCA - the YMCA has an ambitious building program
with a major new facility planned for the west side of 5th

Street at the end of Church Avenue.  The existing YMCA
site provides a number of opportunities.  The section of
Church Avenue between 5th and 2nd Streets has some
good buildings and active uses, but it also has vacant
areas. Desirable uses for this site would be public or civic
facilities, offices, or residential spaces with public uses on
the ground floor.  Parking should be provided inside the
structure, but should be on the northern portion of the site,
with additional active uses lining Church Avenue.

Parking - parking for the Jefferson Center is provided in a
series of surface lots.  The increased activity with the
YMCA may create the need for parking structures.  In either
case, the parking should be confined to the center of the
development area.  Other development should line 5th and
6th Streets, and Elm Avenue.

Cotton Mill - this industrial structure is well suited for
conversion to either loft apartments, live/work units, or
office space.  The Cotton Mill may also be appropriate for
public or institutional uses, but care should be given to the
type of use. 

Trails

A special effort should be made in the next five years to connect the City
Market Building and the Linear Rail Walk to the regional trail system
along the edge of the Gainsboro Neighborhood and CBI.  New
connections should be designed to accommodate both bike and
pedestrian users, and trails should take on an urban character as the
move throughout downtown.

In summary, Mr. Gindroz commended the City of Roanoke on evolving and
building upon its strengths that were inherited and the strengths that it continues to
reinforce.  

(For full text, see copy of final draft of the Outlook Roanoke Update on file in the City
Clerk’s Office.)
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Due to the amount of time allotted for the two briefings, no discussion was held
with regard to the update.

Thomas E. Flynn, Vice-President, Wilbur Smith Associates, presented a study
on Roanoke Central Business District Parking.  He advised that the study was
undertaken to assess the changing parking needs of the downtown area of Roanoke,
including the Gainsboro neighborhood to the north, and the Old Southwest
neighborhood generally south and west of the Central Business District area; and
the study quantifies existing and projected parking needs and includes
recommendations to address identified shortfalls.

Mr. Flynn further advised that in order to adequately meet the needs of parkers,
the City will need to consider different parking management strategies, i.e.:

? Converting long term or unrestricted curb parking to short term where
commercial/retail activity has increased;

? Ensuring that sufficient short-term space is available in City off-street
facilities;

? City/private sector coordination of promotional efforts — wayfinding
signs, shopper validation programs, etc.;

? Reduced, free of charge for overnight use of City facilities by downtown
residents; and

? Shared parking or enhancing City operated satellite lots.

(For full text, see copy of the Roanoke Central Business District Parking Study on file
in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Inasmuch as the regular scheduled meeting of Roanoke City Council was
scheduled to convene at 2:00 p.m., the Mayor expressed appreciation to the
consultants and staff for the presentations.
  

There being no further business, the Mayor declared the special meeting
adjourned at 2:00 p.m.

A P P R O V E D 

ATTEST:
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Stephanie M. Moon Ralph K. Smith
Deputy City Clerk  Mayor

----------------
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REGULAR WEEKLY SESSION-----ROANOKE CITY COUNCIL

September 17, 2001

2:00 p.m.

The Council of the City of Roanoke met in regular session on Monday,
September 17, 2001, at 2:00 p.m., the regular meeting hour, in the City Council
Chamber, fourth floor, Noel C. Taylor Municipal Building, 215 Church Avenue, S. W.,
City of Roanoke, Virginia, with Mayor Ralph K. Smith presiding, pursuant to
Chapter 2, Administration, Article II, City Council, Section 2-15, Rules of Procedure,
Rule 1, Regular Meetings, Code of the City of Roanoke (1979), as amended.

PRESENT: Council Members William H. Carder, C. Nelson Harris, W. Alvin
Hudson, Jr., Linda F. Wyatt, William D. Bestpitch, and Mayor Ralph K. Smith-----------6.

ABSENT: Council Member William White, Sr.----------------------------------------------1.

OFFICERS PRESENT: Darlene L. Burcham, City Manager; William M.
Hackworth, City Attorney; James D. Grisso, Director of Finance; and Stephanie M.
Moon, Deputy City Clerk.

The meeting was opened with a prayer by The Reverend Amos Rideout,
Pastor, South Roanoke United Methodist Church.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America was led
by Mayor Smith.

The Mayor advised that indeed the City of Roanoke was saddened by the
tragedy on Tuesday, September 11.  He stated that the hearts of the citizens of the
City of Roanoke go out to all the lives that were lost, the families and this Country that
were touched by the tragic events; and asked everyone to bow in a moment of
silence.

 PRESENTATIONS:

ACTS OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT-CITY EMPLOYEES-MUNICIPAL AUDITOR:

Mr. Harris offered the following resolution paying tribute to Robert Harold Bird,
Municipal Auditor for the City of Roanoke, who announced his retirement as
Municipal Auditor effective September 28, 2001:
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(#35564-091701) A RESOLUTION paying tribute to Robert Harold Bird,
Municipal Auditor for the City of Roanoke, and expressing to him the appreciation
of this City and its people for his exemplary public service.

(For full text of Resolution, see Resolution Book No. 64.)

Mr. Harris moved the adoption of Resolution No. 35564-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Carder and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

The Mayor presented Mr. Bird with a ceremonial copy of Resolution No. 35564-
091701and an engraved plaque with the “Key to the City.”  The Mayor also presented
Mrs. Bird with a friendship basket that contained items representative of the Roanoke
Valley.

PROCLAMATIONS-DISABLED PERSONS:  The Mayor presented a
proclamation declaring the month of October 2001, as “National Disability
Employment Awareness Month” in the City of Roanoke.

(For full text, see Proclamation on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

CONSENT AGENDA

The Mayor advised that all matters listed under the Consent Agenda were
considered to be routine by the Members of Council and would be enacted by one
motion in the form, or forms, listed on the Consent Agenda, and if discussion was
desired, that item would be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered
separately.  He called specific attention to two requests for Closed Sessions to
discuss vacancies on various authorities, boards, commissions and committees
appointed by Council, and to discuss appointment of a new Municipal Auditor.

COMMITTEES-COUNCIL: A communication from Mayor Ralph K. Smith
requesting a Closed Meeting to discuss personnel matters relating to vacancies on
various authorities, boards, commissions and committees appointed by the Council,
pursuant to Section 2.1-344 (A)(1), Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, was before
the body. 
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(For full text, see communication on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Harris moved that Council concur in the request of the Mayor to convene
in a Closed Meeting to discuss personnel matters relating to vacancies on various
authorities, boards, commissions and committees appointed by the Council,
pursuant to Section 2.1-344 (A)(1), Code of Virginia (1950), as amended.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Hudson and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

COUNCIL-MUNICIPAL AUDITOR:  A communication from Council Member
C. Nelson Harris, Chair, Personnel Committee, requesting a Closed Meeting to
discuss appointment of a new Municipal Auditor, pursuant to Section 2.1-344 (A)(1),
Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, was before the body. 

(For full text, see communication on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Harris moved that Council concur in the request to convene in a Closed
Meeting to discuss appointment of a new Municipal Auditor, pursuant to Section 2.1-
344 (A)(1), Code of Virginia (1950), as amended.  The motion was seconded by Mr.
Hudson and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

ZONING-COMMITTEES: A communication from Willard G. Light tendering his
resignation as a member of the Board of Zoning Appeals, effective immediately, was
before the body.

(For full text, see communication on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Harris moved that the communication be received and filed and the
resignation accepted.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Hudson and adopted by the
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following vote:
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AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

OATHS OF OFFICE-HUMAN DEVELOPMENT-COMMITTEES: Report of
qualification of Margaret C. Thompson as a member of the Human Services
Committee for a term ending June 30, 2002, was before Council.

(See Oath or Affirmation of Office on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Harris moved that the report of qualification be received and filed.  The
motion was seconded by Mr. Hudson and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

REGULAR AGENDA

HEARING OF CITIZENS UPON PUBLIC MATTERS:  

CULTURAL SERVICES COMMITTEE: Ms. Susan Jennings, Executive Director,
the Arts Council of the Blue Ridge, appeared before Council and advised that the final
report of the Master Plan for the Cultural Institutions of the Roanoke Valley outlines
a plan to strengthen, mutually promote, and cooperate through programming to
enhance cultural industry in the Roanoke Valley.  Ms. Jennings recognized Kay
Strickland, Executive Director, Virginia Museum of Transportation, who led the
charge to bring the process to the community after observing a very successful
project in another locality.  In closing, Ms. Jennings requested that Council adopt a
measure endorsing its support of the plan, and further requested that Council declare
the month of October 2001 as National Arts and Humanities Month. 

(For full text, see copy of the Master Plan on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Without objection by Council, the Mayor advised that the remarks of Ms.
Jennings would be received and filed; and the request endorsing support of the plan
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would be referred to the City Manager.  

PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: None.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS:  

CITY MANAGER:

BRIEFINGS: None.

ITEMS RECOMMENDED FOR ACTION:  

POLICE DEPARTMENT-FIRE DEPARTMENT-EQUIPMENT: The City Manager
submitted a communication advising that the Capital Maintenance and Equipment
Replacement Program (CMERP) has identified the need for 17 automobiles for the
Police Department and two automobiles for the Fire Department.  The City Manager
recommended that Council accept the bid submitted by Magic City Motor Corporation
and authorize issuance of purchase orders, in the total amount of $435,537.00.

(For full text, see communication on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Hudson offered the following resolution:

(#35565-091701) A RESOLUTION accepting the bid of Magic City Motor
Corporation for purchase of 17 automobiles for the Police Department and two
automobiles for the Fire Department, upon certain terms and conditions.

(For full text of Resolution, see Resolution Book No. 64.)

Mr. Hudson moved the adoption of Resolution No. 35565-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Harris.

Mr. Bestpitch inquired as to whether or not the purchases of the above-
mentioned vehicles would allow police officers who reside in the City to take their
vehicles home.

The City Manager responded that in the 2001-02 budget proposal, additional
funds were allocated for vehicles to be taken to residences by police officers who
reside within the City limits; and it will take approximately three years to purchase the
required number of automobiles for said purpose, along with the standard
replacement of automobiles which is necessary on an annual basis.  Ms. Burcham
further stated that a report would be provided to allow for special recognition of such
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efforts at a future Council meeting .

There being no further discussion, Resolution No. 35565-091701was adopted
by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

At 2:45 p.m., the Mayor declared the meeting in recess.

At 3:20 p.m., the meeting reconvened with Mayor Smith presiding and all
Members of Council in attendance, with the exception of Council Member White.

CITY CODE-FLEET MAINTENANCE FUND-PROCUREMENT CODE: The City
Manager submitted a communication advising that the City desires to consider
entering into a contractual agreement with goods and service providers for the
following: supplies, materials and repair parts for the Fleet Management operation,
rental service for cars, light trucks and vans for out of town travel, travel agency
service, and management and operation services for any City owned or controlled
parking facilities; although, the sealed bid method of procurement would normally
be used, it is not practicable or fiscally advantageous to the public in the above
cases; the experience, qualifications, and references of firms that can provide the
above-listed goods and services are of equal, if not greater importance than the cost;
and issues of volume discounts, billing, quality of reports, electronic media capability,
and pricing advantages are of vast importance in the areas of goods for Fleet
Management operations, rental service and travel agency service.

The City Manager recommended that she be authorized to use the
procurement method known as competitive negotiation as the method to secure
vendors to provide appropriate goods and services.

(For full text, see communication on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Carder offered the following resolution:

(#35566-091701) A RESOLUTION designating the procurement method known
as competitive negotiation, rather than the procurement method known as
competitive sealed bidding for procurement of goods and services for the following:
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supplies, materials and repair parts for the Fleet Management operation; vehicle
rental service; travel agency service; and management and operation services for
any City owned or controlled parking facilities; and documenting the basis for this
determination.

(For full text of Resolution, see Resolution Book No. 64.)
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Mr. Carder moved the adoption of Resolution No. 35566-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Bestpitch.

Mr. Martin Jeffrey, 3912 Hyde Park Drive, S. W., appeared before Council to
inquire if the change in the procurement process would give the City Manager and
City staff the ability to enter into contractual agreements without a formal bidding
process as well as approval of said process, and if so, he urged Council to vote no
to allow  additional discussion of the matter.

Ms. Wyatt asked about checks and balances that would apply to contracts with
travel agencies to insure the lowest fares are given.

Ms. Burcham stated that items that may not necessarily be in a formal bidding
process may be equal to or of a greater importance as a low bid, viz:  the
Administration has not previously bid on travel service, but having worked with this
type of contract in the past, but believes staff would in fact inquire about the lowest
price guarantees. 

Mayor Smith spoke about a recent experience with travel, especially with
airlines, and encouraged the City Manager to review efficient ways to deal with travel
agencies.

There being no further discussion, Resolution No. 35566-091701 was adopted
by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------5.

NAYS: Council Member Hudson----------------------------------------------------------------1.

(Council Member White was absent.)

BUDGET-HEALTH DEPARTMENT-HUMAN DEVELOPMENT:  The City Manager
submitted a communication advising that the Roanoke Department of Social
Services and the State Health Department entered into an agreement in 1994 to
establish an Eligibility Worker position through the Department of Social Services to
be placed at the Roanoke Health Department to assure that all citizens have an
opportunity to apply for Medicaid; and the Roanoke Health Department is satisfied
with the results of having said position on location and wishes to continue the
services.
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The City Manager recommended that she be authorized to continue the
services of the Outstationed Eligibility Worker at the Health Department, in
accordance with the original agreement, and that Council appropriate $33,234.00 for
fiscal year 2001-02 to certain revenue and expenditure accounts to be established in
the Grant Fund by the Director of Finance.

(For full text, see communication on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Harris offered the following emergency budget ordinance:

(#35567-091701) AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain certain sections of
the 2001-2002 Grant Fund Appropriations, and providing for an emergency.

(For full text of Ordinance, see Ordinance Book No. 64.)

Mr. Harris moved the adoption of Ordinance No. 35567-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Carder and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

Mr. Harris offered the following resolution:

(#35568-091701) A RESOLUTION authorizing the City Manager to continue the
services of the Outstationed Eligibility Worker at the Roanoke City Health
Department, upon certain terms and conditions.

(For full text of Resolution, see Resolution Book No. 64.)

Mr. Harris moved the adoption of Resolution No. 35568-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Carder and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)
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BUDGET-HUMAN DEVELOPMENT-FIFTH DISTRICT EMPLOYMENT AND
TRAINING CONSORTIUM: The City Manager submitted a communication advising
that the Fifth District Employment and Training Consortium (FDETC) administers the
Federally-funded Workforce Investment Act (WIA) for the region, which encompasses
the Counties of Alleghany, Botetourt, Craig, Franklin and Roanoke, as well as the
Cities of Covington, Roanoke and Salem by serving the following primary client
populations:

dislocated workers who have been laid off from employment through no
fault of their own, and 

economically disadvantaged individuals as determined by household
income guidelines set by the U.S. Department of Labor.

It was further advised that the City of Roanoke is the grant recipient and fiscal
agent for the Consortium funding, thus, City Council must appropriate funds for all
grants and other monies received by the Consortium; and the state office of the
Virginia Department of Social Services has sent the Consortium a notice of additional
monies for the operation of the Welfare to Work Program which increased the original
grants due to changes made in the Workforce Investment Areas statewide.

The City Manager recommended that Council authorize appropriation of funds
in the amount of $117,490.00, and increase the revenue estimate by $117,490.00 in
accounts to be established in the Consortium Fund by the Director of Finance.

(For full text, see communication on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Hudson offered the following emergency budget ordinance:

(#35569-091701) AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain certain sections of
the 2001-2002 Consortium Fund Appropriations, and providing for an emergency.

(For full text of Ordinance, see Ordinance Book No. 64.)

Mr. Hudson moved the adoption of Ordinance No. 35569-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Harris.

Council Member Wyatt requested that the City Manager provide a status report
with regard to the whereabout of those recipients of the Fifth District Employment
and Training Consortium Welfare to Work program and the impact of the program on
the City, local churches, non-profit agencies, etc.
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There being no further discussion, Ordinance No. 35569-091701 was  adopted
by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch,
and Mayor Smith---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

BUDGET-HOUSING/AUTHORITY-GRANTS: The City Manager submitted a
communication advising that the City of Roanoke is an entitlement community under
the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment Partnerships
(HOME) and Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) programs of the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD); each fiscal year, about $4 million in HUD
funds are available to the City, including new grants, anticipated program income and
funds unexpended from prior years; and as discussed with City Council during the
Fiscal Year 2001-02 Budget Study, the HUD Funds Policy proposed for adoption by
City Council sets guidelines for budgeting and distributing said funds for housing,
neighborhood and economic development, human services and other community
needs.

It was further advised that the recommended policy replaces the previous
“HUD Funds Allocation Policy” which was prepared in 1998; the new policy
emphasizes using the City’s HUD funds to bring about change by targeting activities
of defined scope and duration, rather than by supporting ongoing programs; a key
provision of the new policy places a three-year limitation  for funding any non-capital
program of an on-going nature; the policy supports the intent to make demonstrable
change in the community by orienting the budgeting process toward making fewer,
but larger awards; and greater expectations will be placed upon activities to leverage
other resources, especially financial assistance from the private sector and to create
collaborations with other community organizations and stakeholders.

It was stated that the recommended policy is designed to place increasing
emphasis on addressing the City's housing needs, particularly affordable housing;
under the new policy, housing activities will take up over 70% of said funds; in the
past, housing activities have been conducted by several agencies in various areas
of the City; the intent of the new policy is that fewer agencies receive larger
concentrations of the housing funds to conduct projects initiated or specified by the
City in targeted areas; and the desired result is that a visible impact be achieved in
the targeted neighborhoods, helping to draw in private development to broaden the
impact.
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The City Manager recommended that Council adopt the policy on HUD funds
and that she be authorized  to implement the policy as part of the budgeting process
for Fiscal Year 2002-03.

(For full text, see communication on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Carder offered the following resolution:

(#35570-091701) A RESOLUTION adopting a policy on the allocation of funds
from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development.

(For full text of Resolution, see Resolution Book No. 64.)

Mr. Carder moved the adoption of Resolution No. 35570-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Bestpitch.

James Lesniak, representing the Northwest Neighborhood Environmental
Organization, appeared before Council in support of the proposed policy.  However,
he expressed concern with regard to Paragraph 2(2) of the proposed Policy which
states, “...(in budgeting for the 2003-2004 period and thereafter, it is intended that the
housing projects funded be those which are City initiated or developed and that the
neighborhood development funding be available for use by the City as well as
community agencies)”.  He inquired whether or not a project such as McCray Court
is considered a City initiated project.

Mr. Martin Jeffrey, 3912 Hyde Park Drive, S. W., appeared before Council and
expressed concern  with regard to the use of CDBG funds for repayment of HUD 108
loans, and administrative functions/staffing for the Housing Authority and the City.
He called attention to the fact that the City and the Housing Authority were benefitting
from the funds for staffing purposes, and that said funds are not used for community-
oriented development projects.  In summary, Mr. Jeffrey urged the Members of
Council not to vote on the issue, but to allow the neighborhood organizations to have
input with regard to the decision on the proposed HUD policy.

Vice-Mayor Carder inquired as to whether or not any of the neighborhood
organizations would be eliminated from the competitive process.  Whereupon, the
City Manager advised that the intent of the policy is not to limit the organizations that
would be involved, but to target the areas of the City in which activities would occur.

Mr. Carder also inquired as to whether or not grant employees employed by the
City were continuing to receive income from grant funds.  The City Manager
responded that no grant employees were continuing to be paid with CDBG funds, but
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were being paid through the General Fund.
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Mr. Bespitch asked if the City grant positions that were eliminated included
positions from the Housing Authority. The City Manager responded no, and stated
that due to an annual contract between the Housing Authority and the City which
provided for the provision of certain activities, primarily housing related and
construction related activities.  She stated that under the proposed HUD Funds
Policy, the Housing Authority would no  longer be an entitlement activity, but would
be considered along with neighborhood organizations for grant fund purposes.

There being no further discussion, Resolution No. 35570-091701 was adopted
by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

BUDGET-GRANTS-YOUTH: The City Manager submitted a communication
advising that the Office on Youth received its first grant from the Virginia Delinquency
Prevention and Youth Development Act (VA DP&YD) on June 17, 1980; this year, the
City has applied for and received funds, in the amount of $40,705.00,  to provide for
continuation of coordinated planning and program implementation of the Office on
Youth; and a local cash match, in the amount of $39,576.00, was appropriated in the
approved fiscal year 2001-02 budget and transferred to Grant Fund Account No. 001-
250-9310-9535.

The City Manager recommended that she be authorized to execute appropriate
documents, in a form approved by the City Attorney, to accept the state grant; and
Council to authorize appropriation of grant funds to the appropriate revenue and
expenditure accounts in the Grant Fund to be established by the Director of Finance.

(For full text, see communication on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Harris offered the following emergency budget ordinance:

(#35571-091701) AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain certain sections of
the 2001-2002 Grant Fund Appropriations, and providing for an emergency.

(For full text of Ordinance, see Ordinance Book No. 64.)

Mr. Harris moved the adoption of Ordinance No. 35571-091701.  The motion
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was seconded by Mr. Carder and adopted by the following vote:
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AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

Mr. Bestpitch offered the following resolution:

(#35572-091701) A RESOLUTION authorizing acceptance of a grant from the
Virginia Delinquency Prevention and Youth Act Prevention on behalf of the City to
continue coordinated planning and program implementation of the Office on Youth,
and authorizing execution of any and all necessary documents to comply with the
terms and conditions of the grant and applicable laws, regulations, and requirements
pertaining thereto.

(For full text of Resolution, see Resolution Book No. 64.)

Mr. Bestpitch moved the adoption of Resolution No. 35572-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Carder and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

BUDGET-ROANOKE CIVIC CENTER-EQUIPMENT: The City Manager submitted
a communication advising that at its meeting on June 4, 2001, City Council
authorized issuance of $3.0 million in general obligation public improvement bonds
to provide funds to defray the cost of needed public improvements to the Roanoke
Civic Center; several equipment purchases are needed in order to provide expected
levels of service, and to comply with the City’s contractual requirements for events
at the Civic Center; the equipment purchases are a part of the Civic Center
Expansion and Renovation Project-Phase I and includes a portable basketball floor,
two basketball goals, two time clocks, and an ice floor covering; and the total cost
for all equipment is approximately $250,000.00, which will be funded through the sale
of the aforementioned general obligation bonds.
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It was further advised that an additional component of the Phase I Project
which also requires funds is the replacement of the Arena Lighting System, at a cost
of approximately $550,000.00; and bids for purchase and installation of a portable
basketball floor for the Roanoke Civic Center were requested by due and proper
advertisement, and the lowest bid  was submitted by Horner Flooring Co., Inc., Dollar
Bay, Michigan, in the amount of $78,500.00.

The City Manager recommended that Council authorize appropriation in
advance of issuance $800,000.00 in Series 2002 General Obligation Public
Improvement Bonds to a new capital account entitled, “Civic Center Expansion and
Renovation-Phase I”; that Council adopt a resolution indicating the City’s intent to
reimburse itself for the abovementioned items from the proceeds of General
Obligation Public Improvement Bonds to be issued in the future; and that Council
accept the bid submitted by Horner Flooring Co., Inc., for the portable basketball floor
and authorize issuance of a requisite purchase order, in the total amount of
$78,500.00, and reject all other bids received by the City.

(For full text, see communication on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Carder offered the following emergency budget ordinance:

(#35573-091701) AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain certain sections of
the 2001-2002 Civic Center Fund Appropriations, and providing for an emergency.

(For full text of Ordinance, see Ordinance Book No. 64.)

Mr. Carder moved the adoption of Ordinance No. 35573-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Harris and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

Mr. Carder offered the following resolution:

(#35574-091701) A RESOLUTION declaring the City’s intent to reimburse itself
from the proceeds of its general obligation public improvement bonds authorized to
be issued pursuant to Resolution No. 35373-060401 adopted June 4, 2001, for certain
expenditures to be made in connection with proposed capital improvements to the
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Roanoke Civic Center, and providing for an effective date.

(For full text of Resolution, see Resolution Book No. 64.)

Mr. Carder moved the adoption of Resolution No. 35574-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Harris and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

Mr. Bestpitch offered the following resolution:

(#35575-091701) A RESOLUTION accepting the bid of Horner Flooring Co., Inc.,
for the purchase and installation of a portable basketball floor for the Roanoke Civic
Center; and rejecting all other bids made to the City.

(For full text of Resolution, see Resolution Book No. 64.)

Mr. Bestpitch moved the adoption of Resolution No. 35575-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Carder and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

POLICE DEPARTMENT-DOWNTOWN ROANOKE, INCORPORATED: The City
Manager submitted a communication advising that the Roanoke City Police
Department’s Mounted Patrol Unit was formed in September 1993, in partnership with
Downtown Roanoke, Inc., which formed a separate not-for-profit, tax-exempt
organization, Roanoke Foundation for Downtown, Inc., to assist Downtown in raising
funds for the Police Mounted Patrol Unit; as of June 30, 1998, Downtown Roanoke,
Inc., and the Foundation had fulfilled its original five-year commitment to the City by
providing five years of financial assistance for the Mounted Patrol Unit; Downtown
Roanoke, Inc., and the Foundation have provided said assistance through fund
raising efforts and have established relationships with a variety of local vendors and
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suppliers, many of whom provide services and supplies as in-kind donations or at
reduced prices for the Mounted Patrol Unit; and the City of Roanoke, the Roanoke
Foundation for Downtown Inc., and Downtown Roanoke, Inc., entered into an
Agreement commencing July 1, 1998 and terminating on June 30, 2001, whereby the
City provided $15,000.00 to the Foundation to benefit the Mounted Patrol Unit. 
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It was further advised that the Foundation plans to continue to raise funds and
to seek donations of goods and services to assist with the needs of the Mounted
Patrol Unit; and the continued funds provided by the City, in the amount of
$15,000.00, is needed to cover the cost of equipment, goods and services to the Unit
that are not donated; and the Foundation will pay all mounted patrol expenses,
excluding the officer’s salaries and benefits, ordinary police equipment and uniforms,
and will comply with the City’s procurement procedures.

The City Manager recommended that she be authorized to execute, and the
City Clerk to attest, an agreement with the Roanoke Foundation for Downtown, Inc.,
approved as to form by the City Attorney, within the limits of funds for the purposes
specified. 

(For full text, see communication on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Harris offered the following resolution:

(#35576-091701) A RESOLUTION authorizing an agreement with Roanoke
Foundation for Downtown, Inc., for funding to be used for the benefit of the Mounted
Patrol Unit of the Police Department.

(For full text of Resolution, see Resolution Book No. 64.)

Mr.  Harris moved the adoption of Resolution No. 35576-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Hudson and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

POLICE DEPARTMENT-ROANOKE CIVIC CENTER-EQUIPMENT: The City
Manager submitted a communication advising that the original Civic Center
Auditorium stage was equipped with a fire curtain containing asbestos which must
be replaced; one  bid  was  received from Hoffend South, Inc., in the amount of
$76,786.00, for assisting with removal of the old fire curtain and for fabrication and
installation of a new reef rigged fire curtain in the Roanoke Civic Center Auditorium;
and funding is available in Account No. 001-005-550-8607.
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The City Manager recommended that Council authorize acceptance of the  bid
submitted by Hoffend South, Inc., in the amount of $76,786.00, with 60 consecutive
calendar days of contract time.

(For full text, see communication on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Carder offered the following emergency ordinance:

(#35577-091701) AN ORDINANCE accepting the bid of Hoffend South, Inc., for
assisting with removal of the old fire curtain and for the fabrication and installation
of a new reef rigged fire curtain in the Civic Center Auditorium, upon certain terms
and conditions, and awarding a contract therefor; authorizing the proper City officials
to execute the requisite contract for such work; and providing for an emergency.

(For full text of Ordinance, see Ordinance Book No. 64.)

Mr. Carder moved the adoption of Ordinance No. 35577-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Hudson and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

CITY CODE-ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD: The City Manager submitted
a communication advising that a committee appointed by City Council in January
2001, reviewed and made recommendations regarding restructuring various City
authorities, boards, commissions and committees; many of the recommendations
set forth in the April 2, 20001 report have been implemented, however, one
recommendation made by the committee was to amend Section 36.1-640 of the
Zoning Ordinance to delete certain requirements for appointment and membership
of Architectural Review Board; in order to proceed with the proposed amendment
change, City Council must adopt a resolution authorizing the filing of an amendment
to the Code; since the request requires amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, State
law requires that amendments be submitted to the City Planning Commission for
study, public hearing, and recommendation prior to adoption by City Council; and
the City Planning Commission would consider the proposed amendment at its
meeting on Thursday, October 18, 2001.



35



36

It was further advised that the terms of office of two members of the
Architectural Review Board will expire in October 2001, and appointments will be
considered by City Council prior to the expiration date; and the proposed
amendment will not be effective until after the expiration of the terms of office.

The City Manager recommended that Council adopt a resolution authorizing
the filing of a request to amend Section 36.1-640, Code of the City of Roanoke (1979),
as amended.

(For full text, see communication on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Carder offered the following resolution:

(#35578-091701) A RESOLUTION authorizing the City Manager to seek an
amendment of §36.1-640, Architectural Review Board, of the Code of the City of
Roanoke (1979), as amended, to eliminate certain qualifications for membership on
the Architectural Review Board.

(For full text of Resolution, see Resolution Book No. 64.)

Mr. Carder moved the adoption of Resolution No. 35578-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Bestpitch and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor Smith---5.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.  Council Member Hudson was out of the Council
Chamber.)

CITY CODE-ZONING: The City Manager submitted a communication advising
that the current Zoning Ordinance adopted in 1987, does not adequately address
printing establishments in the City’s commercial and industrial districts; an
amendment to the Zoning Ordinance is needed to appropriately provide for printing
establishments that are typically found in both commercial and industrial districts
and to provide vital supporting services for many businesses and industries; and if
City Council desires to pursue said amendment, a resolution should be adopted
authorizing the City Manager to request the City Planning Commission to consider
the amendment to the Zoning Ordinance.
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The City Manager recommended that Council adopt a resolution authorizing
a request that the Planning Commission consider an amendment to the Zoning
Ordinance to provide for commercial printing establishments, including newspapers,
publications, and other printed materials, in C-2, General Commercial District, C-3,
Central Business District, and LM, Light Manufacturing District.  

(For full text, see communication on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Carder offered the following resolution:

(#35579-091701) A RESOLUTION authorizing the City Manager to seek an
amendment of §36.1-206, Permitting uses, §36.1-227, Permitted uses, and §36.1-249,
Permitted Uses, of the Code of the City of Roanoke (1979), as amended, to provide
for commercial printing establishments, including newspapers, publications and
other printed materials, as permitted uses in the C-2, General Commercial District, C-
3, Central Business District, and LM, Light Manufacturing District, of the City of
Roanoke.

(For full text of Resolution, see Resolution Book No. 64.)

Mr. Carder moved the adoption of Resolution No. 35579-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr.  Harris.

Mr. Martin Jeffrey, 3912 Hyde Park Drive, S. W., appeared before Council and
advised that he was unaware that the regular meetings of the Board of Zoning
Appeals were not televised.  He expressed concern with regard to the City providing
$500,000.00 to the Roanoke-Times to assist with construction of its new facility, and
the Board of Zoning Appeals granting the necessary zoning variances for the
Roanoke Times to move forward with the project.  He also expressed concern that
no environmental issues were addressed at the Board meeting, and appealed to City
Council to rethink its decision with regard to the matter.

Mr. Roger Roberts, 3590 Kasey Road, Salem, Virginia, appeared and advised
that he has appeared the decision by the Board of Zoning Appeals to grant a special
exception to the Roanoke-Tiimes.  He requested that adoption of an amendment to
the Zoning Ordinance be deferred until after the matter had been decided by the
Courts.
   

Mr. Bespitch clarified for the record that Council was not making a decision to
make an actual change to the Zoning Code, but to authorize the City Manager to
initiate the process to draft an amendment which will require a public hearing
between the City Council and the City Planning Commission on Monday, October 18,
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2001.  He mentioned that the public hearing will allow for public input prior to a
decision being made by City Council.

There being no further discussions, Resolution No. 35579-091701was adopted
by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor Smith---5.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)  (Council Member Hudson was out of the
Council Chamber.)

CITY ATTORNEY:

AUDITS/FINANCIAL REPORTS-MUNICIPAL AUDITOR-SCHOOLS: The City
Attorney submitted a report transmitting measures authorizing the Municipal Auditor
to perform audits of the records and affairs of the Roanoke City School Board, and
providing that City Council’s Audit Committee confer with the Roanoke City  School
Board Audit Committee to develop a plan for such audits.

(For full text, see report on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Ms. Wyatt offered the following emergency ordinance:

(#35580-091701) AN ORDINANCE directing and providing for audits of certain
affairs and records of the School Board of the City of Roanoke, and dispensing with
the second reading of this ordinance.

(For full text of Ordinance, see Ordinance Book No. 64.)

Ms. Wyatt moved the adoption of Ordinance No. 35580-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Bestpitch and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor Smith---5.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)  (Council Member Hudson was out of the
Council Chamber.)

Ms. Wyatt offered the following resolution:

(#35581-091701) A RESOLUTION authorizing and directing City Council’s Audit
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Committee and the Municipal Auditor to develop an audit plan for the Municipal
Auditor to conduct continuing financial and performance audits of the affairs and
records of the School Board.

(For full text of Resolution, see Resolution Book No. 64.)

Ms. Wyatt moved the adoption of Resolution No. 35581-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Harris.

The Mayor advised that it is his understanding there has been some resistance
by the School Board to allow the City Auditors to examine their records; and
requested the City Attorney to provide City Council with certain remedies that could
be taken.

The City Attorney advised that he was unaware of resistance by the School
Board; and that City Council has adopted measures pursuant to Section 56 of the
Roanoke Charter of 1952 to develop the type of audit that has been requested.
  

Mayor Smith inquired as to whether an ongoing audit of the School Board
affairs would be performed.  Whereupon, the City Attorney responded that he was
unaware of an ongoing audit, and stated that the Roanoke City School Board Audit
Committee was developing standards for audits pursuant to guidelines provided by
the Municipal Auditor.

Mr. Harris objected to the comments of the Mayor. He stated that the comments
were unfair, false, inflammatory accusations made for the purposes of the media, not
for mediation and correction or solution of the audit difficulties; and employed the
Mayor to be far more responsible in the statements.  He requested that the Mayor
control his inflammatory comments directed at the School Board for the sake of what
is true and what is accurate.

The Mayor completed his comments by saying when he was elected to office,
it is his responsibility to look after the entire City and whatever one’s opinion is with
regard to the way he handles issues, he is looking after the City’s affairs. 

There being no further comments, Resolution No. 35581-091701 was adopted
by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor Smith---5.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)  (Council Member Hudson was out of the
Council Chamber.)
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DIRECTOR OF FINANCE:

PURCHASE/SALE OF PROPERTY-CITY CODE-DELINQUENT TAXES: The
Director of Finance submitted a report advising that Section 58.1-3965 of the Code
of Virginia governing the Bill in Equity (“Tax Sale”) process specifies when land may
be sold for delinquent taxes; the Code currently states that real estate may be sold
when taxes are delinquent on December 31 following the second anniversary date
on which such taxes have become due; effective July 1, 2000, Section 58.1-3965.1 of
the Code of Virginia became effective which provides that a city may also, by
ordinance, institute proceedings to sell in accordance with law any real estate when
any taxes on such real estate are delinquent on December 31 following the first
anniversary of the date on which such taxes have become due; since Escheat laws
were effectively eliminated in 1996, tax sales have become necessary as a standard
part of the City’s delinquent real estate tax collection efforts; and recent tax sales
have been successful and instrumental in increasing delinquent tax collections as
well as turning property over to productive use thereby improving neighborhoods.

It was further advised that the City has encountered several circumstances
where the property owner is decease, where the heirs request that a property be
sold, and where the City stands to incur demolition/board-up or weed/trash
abatement expenses;  if said property could be turned over quicker to a responsible
property owner, without having to wait for two years of delinquent taxes to
accumulate prior to instituting a tax sale, the City would benefit; and as in the past,
a list of delinquent properties has been brought to City Council in which taxes are
delinquent for two years or more and Council has adopted a resolution authorizing
proceedings for their sale.

The Director of Finance recommended that Council adopt an ordinance
enacting Section 32-26, Code of the City of Roanoke (1979), as amended, which
provides the authority for the City to institute proceedings to sell, in accordance with
Section 58.1-3965 et. seq., Code of Virginia, any real estate when any taxes on said
real estate are delinquent on December 31 following the first anniversary of the date
on which said taxes have become due.

(For full text, see report on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Bestpitch offered the following emergency ordinance:

(#35582-091701) AN ORDINANCE amending Article II, Real Estate Taxes
Generally, of Chapter 32, Taxation, of the Code of the City of Roanoke (1979), as
amended, by the enactment of new §32-26, Sale of Real Estate for Delinquent Taxes,
to provide for the sale of property on which assessed real estate taxes have
remained delinquent for one year; and dispensing with the second reading of this
ordinance.
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(For full text of Ordinance, see Ordinance Book No. 64.)

Mr. Bestpitch moved the adoption of Ordinance No. 35582-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Harris and adopted by the following vote:
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AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES: 

BRIDGES-COMMUNITY PLANNING: The City Planning Commission submitted
a report advising that in April 2000, the City Planning Commission considered a
request from Evelyn D. Bethel to rename a section of Second Street, S. W., and to
name the new bridge spanning the railroad tracks, Gainsboro Road and Gainsboro
Bridge, respectively; the recommendation of the City Planning Commission was not
to change the name of the section of Second Street, but to rename the bridge; on
May 15, 2000, City Council considered the request and denied both name changes;
in January 2001, Ms. Bethel again requested that the name of the new bridge on
Second Street, S. W., be changed and officially renamed Gainsboro Bridge; she
advised that the bridge would honor Kemp Gaines, an early founder of Roanoke, and
that the bridge was situated in Gainsboro, Roanoke’s oldest neighborhood; after
researching the previous request and consultation with City staff, it was
recommended that the Planning Commission discuss the renaming of the Second
Street Bridge to Gainsboro Bridge.

The Planning Commission reaffirms its recommendation to rename the Second
Street, Gainsboro Bridge, for further consideration by City Council.

(For full text, see report on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Carder offered the following resolution:

(#35583-091701) A RESOLUTION renaming the Second Street Bridge as the
Gainsboro Bridge.

(For full text of Resolution, see Resolution Book No. 64.)

Mr. Carder moved the adoption of Resolution No. 35583-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Ms. Wyatt and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.
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(Council Member White was absent.)

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.

INTRODUCTION AND CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND
RESOLUTIONS: None.

MOTIONS AND MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:  

INQUIRIES AND/OR COMMENTS BY THE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF
COUNCIL:  

COUNCIL: Council Member Wyatt called upon the citizens of Roanoke to
perform good deeds on a daily basis as the Nation begins to heal as a result of the
terrorists’ attacks in New York, Washington and Pennsylvania on Tuesday,
September 11.

PARKS AND RECREATION-CELEBRATIONS-COUNCIL: Council Member
Carder announced that the Taste of the Blues and Jazz Festival would be held on
September 21 - 22, 2001, in Elmwood Park.  Mr. Carder stated that he served on a
committee established by the City Manager to recognize the late Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.; the committee met several times and held forums to receive public input;
and in August 2001, the committee unanimously recommended to the City Manager
that Elmwood Park should be renamed Martin Luther King Park.

Mr. Carder moved that the City Manager and the City Clerk be directed to
schedule a public hearing before Council to receive citizen input with regard to the
committee’s recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Bestpitch and
adopted.

CITY CLERK-ACTS OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT-COUNCIL: Council Member
Bestpitch noted that in the mist of all the national tragedies, Council Member White
and the City Clerk, respectively, had lost loved ones within the last week, and asked
the citizens of Roanoke to keep them in their thoughts and prayers through the
coming days.

COUNCIL-EMERGENCY SERVICES: Council Member Hudson commented that
the American Legion Post No. 3 had contributed $10,000.00 towards the relief efforts
as a result of the tragic events that occurred on Tuesday, September 11; and further
commented that the American Legion would meet on Thursday, September 20 at 7:00
p.m., at 710 Apperson Drive, S. W., to discuss various ways to raise funds towards
said relief efforts. 

COUNCIL-EMERGENCY SERVICES: The Mayor advised that he had visited the
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World Trade Center in July 2001, and had toured the Emergency Services Bunker
which was located on the 20th floor; he was impressed with the procedures and the
state of the art equipment that was in place relative to any confrontation that the City
of New York might have encountered; and that everything was located in one central
location with no backup for emergency purposes.  Upon his return, the he met with
the City Manager to discuss the City’s emergency services and called upon Ms.
Burcham for a status report of the review process.  

The City Manager stated that when the tragedy occurred in New York on
Tuesday, September 11, the City of Roanoke went to emergency preparedness, with
all departments clearly responding in the appropriate manner.  Ms. Burcham advised
that a report would be submitted at a later date.
 

OTHER HEARING OF CITIZENS UPON PUBLIC MATTERS:  

The Mayor advised that this is a time for citizens to be heard; and matters
requiring referral to the City Manager will be referred immediately for response, report
or recommendation to Council.

Mr. Martin Jeffrey, 3912 Hyde Park Drive, S. W., appeared before Council in
support of comments made by Council with regard to the tragic events on Tuesday,
September 11; and requested Council to rethink its policy with regard to the
treatment of citizens who appear on public matters.

At 4:35 p.m., the Mayor declared the meeting in recess.

At 5:05 p.m., the meeting was reconvened with Mayor Smith presiding, and all
Members of the Council in attendance, with the exception of Council Member White.

COUNCIL: With respect to the Closed Meetings just concluded, Mr. Harris
moved that each Member of City Council certify to the best of his or her knowledge
that: (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting
requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and (2) only such public
business matters as were identified in any motion by which any Closed Meeting was
convened were heard, discussed or considered by City Council.  The motion was
seconded by Mr. Carder and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)
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OATHS OF OFFICE-COMMITTEES-PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT: The Mayor
advised that there is a vacancy on the Personnel and Employment Practices
Commission created by the ineligibility of Elizabeth M. Legg for reappointment, and
called for nominations to fill the vacancy. 

Council Member Wyatt placed in nomination the name of Tamara S. Asher.

There being no further nominations, Tarmara S. Asher was appointed as a
member of the Personnel and Employment Practices Commission for a term ending
June 30, 2004, by the following vote:

FOR MS. ASHER: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch
and Mayor Smith-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

(Council Member White was absent.)

At 5:10 p.m., the Mayor declared the Council meeting in recess to be
reconvened at 5:15 p.m., in the Emergency Operations Center Conference Room,
Room 159, Noel C. Taylor Municipal Building, S. W., for a joint meeting of Council and
the Board of Zoning Appeals.

The Mayor called the joint meeting of the Roanoke City Council and the Board
of Zoning Appeals to order at 5:10 p.m., and relinquished the Chair to the Vice-Mayor.

Chairman Benjamin Motley called the special meeting of the Board of Zoning
Appeals to order.

The invocation was delivered by Council Member C. Nelson Harris.

The meeting was recessed for lunch.

Chairman Motley advised that Willard G. Light had submitted his resignation
as a member of the Board of Zoning Appeals; and Clay Grogan planned to submit his
resignation as a member of the Board of Zoning Appeals due to a job transfer.

Mr. Motley presented a brief overview of the Annual Report of the Board of
Zoning Appeals.

(For full text, see copy of Annual Report on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Carder mentioned that a committee appointed to review Council’s
appointed authorities, boards, commissions and committees made its
recommendations on April 2, 2001; there were various issues that needed to be
addressed with regard to the Board of Zoning Appeals; and one of the
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recommendations was to increase the Board’s membership from five to seven
members.
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Ms. Burcham stated that the increase in membership was one of the items and
the other one dealt with powers vested in the Board of Zoning Appeals; the City
Charter has vested more authority in the Board than is typical in other communities;
and likewise in other communities, the appointment of Board members is often left
to the judicial system rather than government.   She further stated that the above
issues would be discussed at the Legislative Affairs Committee in November 2001.

Mr. Hudson expressed concern with regard to several calls received from a
citizen regarding the zoning requirements of a parcel of land located at 24th Street
and Shenandoah Avenue, N. W.; and inquired if the Board of Zoning Appeals had
jurisdiction over the matter.  The City Manager interjected that the matter was a
zoning issue, and would need to be addressed by the City Planning Commission.

Mr. Hudson also expressed concern about a complaint regarding a
convenience store that no longer existed on Eighth Street and Patterson Avenue,
S. W.  Whereupon, the Zoning Administrator advised that the citizen had filed an
application to waive the two-year statue of limitation on the non-conforming status;
and although the property is residentially zoned, is a commercial building.  Ms.
Dorsey further advised that the building had been vacant for approximately five
years, that the applicant was encouraged to seek a rezoning of the property; and
upon realizing the legal expenses involved, the applicant withdrew the petition.

Ms. Wyatt expressed concern with regard to the attendance of the Board
members; and inquired about the Board’s meeting time schedule.  Mr. Motley advised
that the meetings had been adjusted from time to time, and suggested that Council
press the issue of attendance during the interview process in connection with  filling
vacancies on the Board.

Mr. Motley mentioned various issues viewed by the Board, and highlighted the
following three different components of the Board: the ordinance describing the
boundaries, the board membership, and issues related to City staff and the
procedures that are in place for the filing of an application.  The City Manager verified
the comments and stated that any issues relating to the staff and procedures should
be addressed by the Administration.

Mr. Motley pointed out that the issue of telecommunication towers needed to
be addressed, and some type of technical review should be established.  He stated
that the Board does not have technical expertise to review anything extremely
technical, and suggested that an independent viewer or committee be considered to
address the ordinance and telecommunication.  He further stated that a regional-wide
program should be developed, not just for the City of Roanoke, but for the
surrounding localities.

Discussion was held with regard to telecommunication.
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Mr. Motley called attention to signage, used car lots, and group care facilities
and asked that additional clarification be included in the Zoning Ordinance.  He stated
that in some model codes, the jurisdictions provide a commentary which describes
the intent, and suggested that the Council give the matter consideration.   

Ms. Wyatt expressed concern with regard to adult homes that do not have
green space or communal living areas for the residents, and suggested that owners
not be licensed unless certain requirements are implemented.
 

The Vice-Mayor called on the City Attorney for comments.  Mr. Hackworth
stated that the Zoning Ordinance should be clear with regard to guidelines.  Ms.
Burcham encouraged comments from the Board Members and citizens with regard
to the redrafting of the Zoning Ordinance; and said the City has to recognize that it
is a changing community and to be prepared to revisit documents such as the
Comprehensive Plan, the Zoning Ordinance, etc., more frequently.

In summary, Mr. Motley stated that the overall process of the Board of Zoning
Appeals works well; and complimented City staff for their assistance.

There being no further business, at 6:10 p.m., the Mayor declared the meeting
in recess to be reconvened at 7:00 p.m., in the City Council Chamber, fourth floor,
Noel C. Taylor Municipal Building, 215 Church Avenue, S. W., City of Roanoke.

On Monday, September 17, 2001, at 7:00 p.m., the Roanoke City Council
reconvened in regular session in the City Council Chamber, fourth floor, Noel C.
Taylor Municipal Building, 215 Church Avenue, S. W., City of Roanoke, with the
following Council Members in attendance, Mayor Smith presiding.  

PRESENT: Council Members William H. Carder, C. Nelson Harris, W. Alvin
Hudson, Jr., Linda F. Wyatt, William D. Bestpitch, and Mayor Ralph K. Smith----------6.

ABSENT: Council Member William White, Sr.---------------------------------------------1.

OFFICERS PRESENT: Darlene L. Burcham, City Manager; William M.
Hackworth, City Attorney, James D. Grisso, Director of Finance; and Stephanie M.
Moon, Deputy City Clerk.

The reconvened meeting was opened with a prayer by Council Member William
D. Bestpitch.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America was led
by Mayor Smith.
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ACTS OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT-PARKS AND RECREATION: Ms. Wyatt
offered the following resolution expressing the support of City Council and the
citizens of Roanoke for their city and their nation and directing that the Roanoke Star
on Mill Mountain shine as a visible symbol of Roanoke’s patriotism and pride:

(#35584-091701) A RESOLUTION expressing the support of City Council and
the citizens of Roanoke for their city and their nation and directing that the Roanoke
Star on Mill Mountain shine as a visible symbol of Roanoke’s patriotism and pride.

(For full text of Resolution, see Resolution Book No. 64.)

Ms. Wyatt moved the adoption of Resolution No. 35584-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Carder and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, White, Wyatt, Bestpitch,
and Mayor Smith---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

COUNCIL-MUNICIPAL AUDITOR: Mr. Harris offered the following resolution
electing and appointing Troy Andrew Harmon as Acting Municipal Auditor for the City
of Roanoke effective 12:01 a.m., on September 28, 2001, and setting forth the terms
and conditions of employment for Mr. Harmon as Acting Municipal Auditor:

(#35585-091701) A RESOLUTION electing and appointing Troy Andrew Harmon
as Acting Municipal Auditor for the City of Roanoke effective 12:01 a.m., on
September 28, 2001, and setting forth the terms and conditions of employment for Mr.
Harmon as Acting Municipal Auditor.

(For full text of Resolution, see Resolution Book No. 64.)

Mr. Harris moved the adoption of Resolution No. 35585-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Hudson and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)
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PUBLIC HEARINGS:

ZONING: Pursuant to Resolution No. 25523 adopted by the Council on
Monday, April 6, 1981, the City Clerk having advertised a public hearing for Monday,
September 17, 2001, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard,
on the request of Messrs. Larry Bly and W. Martin Hall that property located at 322
Bullitt Avenue, S. E., identified as Official Tax No. 4012516, be rezoned from LM, Light
Manufacturing District, to C-1, Office District, the matter was before the body.

Legal advertisement of the public hearing was published in The Roanoke
Times on August 31, 2001, and September 7, 2001; and in The Roanoke Tribune, on
Thursday, September 13, 2001. 

(See publishers’ affidavits on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

The Planning Commission recommended that Council approve the request for
rezoning to C-1, Office District, with no proffered conditions.

(For full text, see report on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Harris offered the following emergency ordinance:

(#35586-091701) AN ORDINANCE to amend §36.1-3, Code of the City of
Roanoke (1979), as amended, and Sheet No. 401, Sectional 1976 Zone Map, City of
Roanoke, to rezone certain property within the City, and dispensing with the second
reading of this ordinance.

(For full text of Ordinance, see Ordinance Book No. 64.)

Mr. Harris moved the adoption of Ordinance No. 35586-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Carder.

The Mayor inquired if there were persons present who would like to address
Council with regard to the request.  There being none, Ordinance No. 35586-091701
was adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

The Mayor declared the public hearing closed.
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STREETS AND ALLEYS: Pursuant to Resolution No. 25523 adopted by the
Council on Monday, April 6, 1981, the City Clerk having advertised a public hearing
for Monday, September 17, 2001, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may
be heard, on the request of Kayser Properties, LLC, that a portion of Old Thirlane
Road, N. W., bounded by the west by I-581 and the east by property identified as
Official Tax No. 6520106, be vacated, discontinued and closed, the matter was before
the body.

Legal advertisement of the public hearing was published in The Roanoke
Times on Friday, August 31, 2001, and Friday, September 7, 2001. 

(See publisher’s affidavit on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

The Planning Commission recommended that Council approve the partial
closure of Old Thirlane Road, N. W., which is undeveloped and has little future value
to serve the City’s interest.

(For full text, see report on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Harris offered the following emergency ordinance:

(#35587-091701) AN ORDINANCE permanently vacating, discontinuing and
closing certain public right-of-way in the City of Roanoke, Virginia, as more
particularly described hereinafter; and dispensing with the second reading of this
ordinance.

(For full text of Ordinance, see Ordinance Book No. 64.)

Mr. Harris moved the adoption of Ordinance No. 35587-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Hudson.

The Mayor inquired if there were persons present who would like to address
Council with regard to the request.  There being none, Ordinance No. 35587-091701
was adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

The Mayor declared the public hearing closed.
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STREETS AND ALLEYS: Pursuant to Resolution No. 25523 adopted by the
Council on Monday, April 6, 1981, the City Clerk having advertised a public hearing
for Monday, September 17, 2001, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may
be heard, on the request of Lewis J. Pillis that a 12-foot wide alley extending between
2701- 2729 Richelieu Avenue, S. W., identified as Official Tax Nos. 1062312 - 1062318,
inclusive, be vacated, discontinued and closed, the matter was before the body.

Legal advertisement of the public hearing was published in The Roanoke
Times on Friday, August 31, 2001, and Friday, September 7, 2001.

(See publisher’s affidavit on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

The City Planning Commission recommended that Council approve closure
of the paper alley contingent upon the following items, pursuant to staff
recommendation:

The applicant shall submit a subdivision plat to the Agent for the
Planning Commission, receive all required approvals and record the plat
with the Clerk of the Circuit Court for the City of Roanoke.  Said plat
shall combine all properties which would otherwise be landlocked by
the requested closure, or otherwise dispose of the land within the right-
of-way to be vacated in a manner consistent with  law, and retain
appropriate easements for installation and maintenance of any and all
existing utilities that may be located within the right-of-way, including
the right of ingress and egress.

Upon meeting all other conditions to the granting of the application, the
applicant shall deliver a certified copy of this ordinance for recordation
to the Clerk of the Circuit Court of the City of Roanoke, Virginia,
indexing the same in the name of the City of Roanoke, Virginia, as
Grantor, and in the name of the Petitioner and the names of any other
parties in interest who may so request, as Grantees.  The applicant shall
pay such fees and charges as required by the Clerk to effect such
recordation.

Upon recording a certified copy of this ordinance with the Clerk of the
Circuit Court of the City of Roanoke, Virginia, the applicant shall file with
the City Engineer for the City of Roanoke, Virginia, the Clerk's receipt,
demonstrating that such recordation has occurred.
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If the above conditions have not been met within a period of one year
from the date of the adoption of this ordinance, then said ordinance
shall be null and void with no further action by City Council being
necessary.

(For full text, see report on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Carder offered the following emergency ordinance:

(#35588-091701) AN ORDINANCE permanently vacating, discontinuing and
closing certain public right-of-way in the City of Roanoke, Virginia, as more
particularly described hereinafter; and dispensing with the second reading of this
ordinance.

(For full text of Ordinance, see Ordinance Book No. 64.)

Mr. Carder moved the adoption of Ordinance No. 35588-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Harris. 

The Mayor inquired if there were persons present who would like to address
Council with regard to the request.  There being none, Ordinance No. 35588-091701
was adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

The Mayor declared the public hearing closed.

BONDS/BOND ISSUES-SCHOOLS:  Pursuant to Resolution No. 25523 adopted
by the Council on Monday, April 6, 1981, the City Clerk having advertised a public
hearing for Monday, September 17, 2001, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the
matter may be heard, with regard to participation in the 2001 Interest Rate Subsidy
Program Bond Sale - VPSA School Financing Bonds, Series 2001B, to be used for
improvements at Fairview Elementary and Fishburn Park Elementary Schools, the
matter was before the body.

Legal advertisement of the public hearing was published in The Roanoke
Times on Thursday, August 23, 2001. 

(See publisher’s affidavit on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)
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The Mayor advised that on August 20 the Roanoke City School Board
recommended that the City Manager be authorized and directed to file an application
with the Virginia Public School Authority seeking bond financing in an amount not
to exceed $2,750,000.00 to finance capital improvements in connection with Fairview
Elementary School; and an amount not to exceed $2,500,000.00 to finance certain
capital improvements in connection with Fishburn Park Elementary School.

The Mayor inquired if there were persons present who would like to address
Council with regard to the matter. There being none, no action was taken with regard
to the matter.

The Mayor declared the public hearing closed.  

SEWERS AND STORM DRAINS-CITY PROPERTY-CABLE TELEVISION:
Pursuant to Resolution No. 25523 adopted by the Council on Monday, April 6, 1981,
the City Clerk having advertised a public hearing for Monday, September 17, 2001,
at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, with regard to granting
an easement across City-owned property to CoxCom, Inc., d/b/a Cox
Communications Roanoke, for the purpose of constructing, owning, and operating
a communication line, the matter was before the body.

Legal advertisement of the public hearing was published in The Roanoke
Times on Friday, September 7, 2001, and Friday, September 14, 2001.

(See publisher’s affidavit on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

A communication from the City Manager advising that CoxCom Inc., d/b/a Cox
Communications Roanoke (Cox) currently provides service to the Fire Station from
American Electric Power’s overhead facilities; a fifteen-foot easement across the Fire
Station property has been requested by Cox to extend the line to provide service to
the adjacent property owner located at 1325 Jamison Avenue, S. E.; and Cox has
agreed to relocate said facilities one time, if necessary, at the sole expense of the
grantee, was before also Council.

The City Manager recommended that following a public hearing, she be
authorized to execute the appropriate documents granting a fifteen-foot easement
across City-owned property to CoxCom, Inc., d/b/a Cox Communications Roanoke.

(For full text, see communication on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Harris offered the following emergency ordinance:
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(#35589-091701) AN ORDINANCE authorizing the donation and conveyance
of an easement across City-owned property located at 1333 Jamison Avenue, S. E.
(Fire Station No. 6) to CoxCom Inc., d/b/a Cox Communications Roanoke, upon
certain terms and conditions, and dispensing with the second reading of this
ordinance.

(For full text of Ordinance, see Ordinance Book No. 64.)

Mr. Harris moved the adoption of Ordinance No. 35589-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Bestpitch.

The Mayor inquired if there were persons present who would like to address
Council with regard to the request.  There being none, Ordinance No. 35589-091701
was adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

The Mayor declared the public hearing closed.

SEWERS AND STORM DRAINS-CITY PROPERTY-STREETS AND ALLEYS:
Pursuant to Resolution No. 25523 adopted by the Council on Monday, April 6, 1981,
the City Clerk having advertised a public hearing for Monday, September 17, 2001,
at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, with regard to the
proposed vacation of a public easement on Churchill Drive, N. W., the matter was
before the body.

Legal advertisement of the public hearing was published in The Roanoke
Times on Sunday, September 9, 2001.

(See publisher’s affidavit on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

A report of the City Manager advising that the original Subdivision Plat for
Section 3 of Dorchester Court designated Lots 3 and 4 of Block 19 as “Seepage
Area”;  in 1959, a perpetual easement to construct a storm drain was conveyed to the
City as shown on Plan No. 4384; in the late 1980’s, the Williamson Road Storm Drain
Project was constructed to relieve the drainage problems in this area, and removed
the need for said seepage area; the property owner has requested that the City
abandon the easement so that the property may be utilized; the parcels involved are
Official Tax Nos. 2270703 and 2270704; and vacation of the easement will allow the
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lots to be used for residential purposes, was also before Council.
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The City Manager recommended that following the public hearing, Council
authorize the vacation of the public easement across the abovedescribed properties.

(For full text, see communication on file in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Mr. Harris offered the following emergency ordinance:

(#35590-091701) AN ORDINANCE authorizing the vacation of certain drainage
easements on property identified as Official Tax Map Nos. 2270703 and 2270704
located on Churchill Drive, N. E., upon certain terms and conditions, and dispensing
with the second reading of this ordinance.

(For full text of Ordinance, see Ordinance Book No. 64.)

Mr. Harris moved the adoption of Ordinance No. 35590-091701.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Carder.

The Mayor inquired if there were persons present who would like to address
Council with regard to the request.  There being none, Ordinance No. 35590-091701
was adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Council Members Carder, Harris, Hudson, Wyatt, Bestpitch, and Mayor
Smith--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6.

NAYS: None------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------0.

(Council Member White was absent.)

The Mayor declared the public hearing closed.

OTHER HEARING OF CITIZENS: The Mayor advised that Council sets this time
as a priority for citizens to be heard; and matters requiring referral to the City
Manager will be referred immediately, without objection by Council, for response,
report or recommendation to Council.

COMPLAINTS-SCHOOLS: Ms. Elaina Loritts, 4827 Rutgers Street, N. W.,
appeared before Council and expressed concern with regard to the disrespect that
has been displayed towards minority professionals employed with the City of
Roanoke and/or serves on authorities, boards, commissions and committees
appointed by Council.  She asked that all individuals be treated with respect.

COMPLAINTS-CITY EMPLOYEES: The following persons addressed Council
with regard to unfair treatment of certain City employees:
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Mr. Tony Chapman, 1523 Compton Street, N. E., Apartment 18, stated
that he has been employed with the City of Roanoke for 21 years; and
expressed concern about unequal treatment and discrimination of City
employees for internal promotions.

Mr. Ted Kaplan, 4862 Old Mountain Road, N. W., expressed condolences
to the family of Karen Witt, a Customer Service Assistant with the Police
Department; and expressed concern with regard to withheld merit
increases for certain City employees.  He requested that the merit
increases be retroactive, effective July 1, 2001.

 
Mr. Michael Randolph, Vice-President, American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employees, expressed concern with regard to
treatment of City employees in the workplace; and offered the following
overview of major concerns with regard to City employees:

City employees on a certain pay level are not offered
equitable treatment compared to employees on a higher
pay level;

Discrimination in the workplace, employees cannot expect
nor receive a fair evaluation;

Lack of respect, recognition and appreciation for jobs well
done, which is clearly visible in lack of promotions and/or
merit increases;

Discouragement of problem solving; and

Low employee morale;

Mr. James Croan, 914 Old Country Club Road, N. W., stated that the
minority employees are being mistreated, and are afraid to speaker out
in fear of retaliation or dismissal.

Mr. Harold Johnson, 1726 Patterson Avenue, S. W., advised that he had
recently applied for a position with the Sanitation Department, which
was readvertised for lack of qualified applicants; and questioned the
reason for the readvertisement since he has been employed with the
City for approximately 16 years.

Mr. Jeff Artis, publisher of the Artis Group.Com, 1450 Lafayette
Boulevard N. W., commented on the SCLC’s attempt to keep certain fire
stations opened in the black community. 
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Mr. Donald Maddox, 3540 Melcher Street, S. E., expressed concern with
regard to the cost of the City’s health insurance; and inquired about the
closing of the fire station located on Bennington Street and Riverland
Road, S. E.

Mr. Robert Gravely, 617 Hanover Avenue, N. W., expressed concern with
regard to underpaid and overworked City employees, as well as the
mistreatment of blacks in the community.

Ms. Helen Davis, 35 Patton Avenue, N. E., expressed concern with
regard to the proposed closing of the various fire stations: Fire Station
No. 12 on Salem Turnpike, N. W., No. 9 at 24th Street and Melrose
Avenue, N. W., No. 5 at 12th Street and Loudon Avenue, N. W., No. 3 at 6th

Street and Rorer Avenue, N. W., No. 1 in downtown; and stated that the
closing would rob the community of services that it deserves.  

Ms. Evelyn Bethel, 35 Patton Avenue, N. E., expressed concern with
regard to accusations shared by City employees and the draft proposal
on the closing of fire stations; and requested the Members of Council
to assist the City employees with resolving their issues.

Ms. Perineller Wilson, 3045 Willow River, N. W., expressed concern with
regard to discrimination in the City, as well as the closing of the fire
stations; and stated that the Roanoke Chapter, SCLC, opposed the
closing of the fire stations within the following vicinities: Melrose
Towers, Methodist Home, Forest Park Elementary School, Fairview
Elementary School, Honey Tree Day  Care Center, Westside Elementary
School, William Fleming High School, William Ruffner Middle School,
Roanoke Academy for Mathematics and Sciences, Burrell Home for
Adults, as well as 16 churches within the inner-city. 

Ms. Annie Krochalis, 9428 Patterson Drive, Bent Mountain, Virginia,
expressed concern with regard to experiences of certain City
employees, and referenced  a “non-disciplinary” action that placed her
off the job for four months, and thereafter moved to an unused floor at
the Main Library whereby she was alone for an additional five months.

Ms. Angela Norman, 1731 Michael Street, N. W., stated that the
employees who had appeared were not disgruntled employee, but
representatives for many City employees who are fearful to come
forward.  She further stated that discrimination and retaliation continue
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behind closed doors and suggested that City Council not be mislead by
promotions of a few black employees.   Ms. Norman also accused
management of endorsing and not disclosing promotional decisions
and pay bonus that are subjective based on “whom plays the game”
and not who is qualified; and suggested that an outside organization be
retained to monitor the hiring and promotion process because the City
cannot police itself.

PARKS AND RECREATION: Mr. Chris Hynes, 405 Arbor Avenue, S. E., and Mr.
Duane Howard, 508-B Walnut Avenue, S. W., commended City Council for adopting
a resolution directing that the Roanoke Star on Mill Mountain shine as a visible
symbol of Roanoke’s patriotism and pride, and be illuminated in America’s colors of
red, white and blue as soon as possible for a period of 30 days. It was requested that
the public be notified of the lighting.  Mr. Howard requested that Council authorize
citizens to have access to the Mill Mountain Star 24 hours a day rather than on a
limited daily basis.

There being no further business, the Mayor declared the meeting adjourned
at 8:05 p.m.

A P P R O V E D 

ATTEST:

Stephanie M. Moon Ralph K. Smith
City Clerk Mayor

----------------
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SPECIAL SESSION-----ROANOKE CITY COUNCIL

September 17, 2001

1:00 p.m.

The Council of the City of Roanoke met in a special session on Monday,
September 17, 2001, at 1:00 p.m., in the Emergency Operations Center Conference
Room, Room 159, Noel C. Taylor Municipal Building, 215 Church Avenue, S. W., City
of Roanoke, with Mayor Ralph K. Smith presiding, pursuant to Section 10, Meetings
of Council of the Charter of the City of Roanoke.

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members William H. Carder, W. Alvin
Hudson, Jr., Linda F. Wyatt, William D. Bestpitch and Mayor Ralph K. Smith-----------5.

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: Council Member C. Nelson Harris (arrived at
1:10 p.m.), and William White, Sr.------------------------------------------------------------------------2.

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: Alfred T. Dowe, Jr.,
Robert B. Manetta and D. Kent Chrisman, Chair-------------------------------------------------3.

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: Gilbert E. Butler, S. Wayne
Campbell, Melvin L. Hill and Richard A. Rife-------------------------------------------4.  

STAFF PRESENT: Darlene L. Burcham, City Manager; William M. Hackworth,
City Attorney; James D. Grisso, Director of Finance; Stephanie M. Moon, Deputy City
Clerk; and Martha P. Franklin, Secretary, City Planning Commission.

COUNCIL-CITY PLANNING COMMISSION:  The Mayor referred to the following
communication calling the special meeting of Council:

“September 14, 2001

The Honorable Mayor and Members
   of the Roanoke City Council
Roanoke, Virginia

Dear Mayor Smith and Members of Council:

Pursuant to Section 10, Meetings of Council, of the Charter of the City
of Roanoke, (1950), I am calling a special meeting of Roanoke City
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Council for Monday, September 17, 2001, at 1:00 p.m., in the Emergency
Operations Center Conference Room, Room 159, Noel C. Taylor
Municipal Building, 215 Church Avenue, S. W.  The purpose of the
meeting will be to engage in a work session with the City Planning
Commission with regard to presentation of the Downtown Roanoke
Outlook Plan.

Sincerely,

(S)George C. Snead for
Darlene L. Burcham
City Manager”

The Mayor called on the City Manager for introduction of the briefing.

The City Manager expressed appreciation to City Council and the City Planning
Commission for an opportunity to present a briefing on the Outlook Roanoke Plan
for downtown Roanoke, as well as offer results of a parking study that was
commissioned in concert with the downtown plan. 

Ms. Burcham called upon Matt Kennell, Executive Director, Downtown
Roanoke, Inc., for remarks.  Mr. Kennell recognized the members and participants of
the Outlook Steering Committee, which consisted of downtown business people and
property owners, residents of Roanoke County, real estate brokers and Downtown
Roanoke, Inc., Board Members.   Thereafter, he introduced Ray Gindroz, consultant
with Urban Design Associates.  

Mr. Gindroz reviewed a slide presentation highlighting the results of the first
five years of the Master Plan; and acknowledged the progress made to date on
proposed efforts:

? Rebuilding Gateways

? Reconnecting City Streets

? Defining City Places

? The Rail District

? Downtown Living
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? Regional Marketing and Community Investment
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He noted the  following key parts in connection with the downtown area:

The new Carilion Biomedical Institute that will extend from
the Roanoke River and Victory Stadium site to Elm
Avenue;

The Library and Elmwood Park;

Church Avenue, the most pedestrian-oriented east-west
street that links the City Market and Williamson Road with
City Hall and the Jefferson Center;

Campbell and Salem Avenues and the railroad tracks with
their collections of underutilized, but useful buildings; and

The Higher Education Center north of the tracks.

Mr. Gindroz stated that the Plan presents market strategies which emerged
from the research that provide the foundation for the initiatives proposed; and private
efforts, along with public improvements and public/private partnerships have been
formulated into the five primary initiatives: (1) Elmwood Park; (2) Church Avenue; (3)
E-Town; (4) The Market; and (5) the Jefferson Center.

He further stated that in order to support each of the initiatives, Urban Design
Associates recommends improving and creating a series of frameworks which will
interconnect more effectively with parts of downtown; that changes in lifestyle and
demographics have resulted in a demand for apartments and condominiums with
easy access to restaurants, entertainment, shopping, cultural facilities, and work; the
presence of high quality housing creates a reassuring image of security and stability,
which in turn encourages development of retail and cultural activities; results of the
Zimmerman/Volk Associates residential market study suggest that, based on target
market propensities and compatibilities, a full range of housing types – from multi-
family to single-family detached units – would be attractive to prospective residents;
and housing preferences identified by the study indicate that the annual market
potential for newly-created, market-rate, multi-family or single-family attached units
in downtown Roanoke is distributed among three basic types:

Rental apartments/lofts 59%
For sale apartments/lofts 22%
Townhouses 19%
Total 100%
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Mr. Gindroz advised that in order to encourage development of high
technology businesses, the City of Roanoke will need a more dynamic and vital
downtown with amenities that young, highly-trained professionals expect in their
working environment.

He further advised that the Higher Education Center has been so successful
that it will clearly need to expand in the near future; the downtown Library needs to
be improved; integrating cultural facilities will continue to be an essential component
in creating a dynamic downtown; and Center in the Square programs remain a major
part of those ongoing efforts.

He highlighted the five initiative areas and opportunities, as follows:

Elmwood Park Initiative  

Elmwood Park, the only large park in Downtown Roanoke is located on
a high point on Jefferson Street and provides a magnificent view of the
distant mountains.  Elmwood Park should be developed into a world-
class park.   The Elmwood Park Initiative includes the following
elements:

Revitalization of the Park -  (1) if the Library is rebuilt in the
park, the consultants recommend that it be located on the
high land close to Elm Avenue; and (2) thereby opening
the rest of the park to both Jefferson Street and Bullitt
Avenue.

Carilion Hospital Property - the Biomedical Institute begins
just south of the hospital and is integrated with it.  The
consultants recommend building a new medical or
medical-related facility in the underused front yards of the
existing hospital buildings, in order to better define the
park and to connect the complex to the City.

North and East Side Development Sites - the consultants
recommend extending Bullitt Avenue to Williamson Road,
thereby further defining the park and connecting it to the
downtown network.  While in the greater interest of
developing a world-class park, the design of the Bullitt
Avenue extension should be sensitive to the impact which
it will have upon the existing Magnolia Walk in Elmwood
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Park and could be sealed off to through traffic during
performances or festivals.

Church Avenue Initiative

The Church Avenue Initiative includes a series of public improvements,
civic and institutional buildings, and private development opportunities,
as follows:

Heironimus Building - the building’s facade should be
restored; parking should be provided in a garage on the
south side of the building; and the upper floors of other
buildings on Jefferson Street should be renovated for
residential use, thus addition to the critical mass of
downtown residents. 

Williamson Road and Church Avenue - a civic building
would provide a visual focus for Church Avenue, block the
view of the expressway, and create a pleasant gateway
into the Belmont neighborhood to the east.  Possible uses
include a Fire Station to replace historic Fire Station No. 1
on Church Avenue which is being considered for a
museum, or a new downtown Library.  The property at the
northwest corner of Williamson Road and Church Avenue
is currently used for parking and is an important site for
completing the City Market area. 

The Grand Building - the consultants encourage
development of this building as either loft apartments or as
office/accelerator space with retail uses on the ground
floor.

E-Town Initiative

The consultants recommend that this area be extended to the Henry
Street area to include the Higher Education Center and to support the
efforts to rebuild this historic district; and that a new north-south street
between Campbell Avenue and Warehouse Row to connect the space
more effectively to Campbell Avenue and to provide frontage of the
housing and office buildings.
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Warehouse Row - the buildings are well-suited to high tech offices and
are presently under consideration for adaptive re-use.  The consultants
recommend the conversion of as many buildings as possible to
incubator space.

First Street Bridge - the consultants recommend that the proposed
elevator be constructed at the south end of the bridge to address
accessibility issues, but that the bridge continue to carry vehicles.

Henry Street and the Higher Education Center - the consultants
recommend building on the success of the Higher Education Center, in
coordination with the efforts of the Roanoke Neighborhood
Development Corporation, to implement the Henry Street Initiative.  The
Ebony Club should be restored and brought back to useful life.  New
office construction could be used to rebuild the urban character of
Henry Street. 

Market Initiative

Downtown’s most celebrated and loved area, the Market, continues to
be a destination in the region and the center of public life for the City.
By incrementally reinforcing the Market area with additional housing
and retail and entertainment uses, the future of the Market will be more
secure.  Elements should include:

Billy’s Ritz Restaurant - the building and its location make
it idea for downtown housing .  It may be possible to link it
to Center in the Square’s IMAX development.

IMAX - this attraction is in the development process and
should be coordinated with other developments
suggested for the City Market.

Two-way Streets - the consultant recommends that the
remainder of Campbell Avenue be converted to a two-way
street.  A number of studies comparing one- and two-way
street systems have documented that two-way streets are
safer for pedestrians, enhance retail visibility and,
therefore, sales.

Jefferson Center Initiative
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Jefferson Center is an important public investment that is expanding
and improving.  Elements of the initiative, many of which coincide with
the Jefferson Center Area Master Plan of October 1997 include:
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New YMCA - the YMCA has an ambitious building program
with a major new facility planned for the west side of 5th

Street at the end of Church Avenue.  The existing YMCA
site provides a number of opportunities.  The section of
Church Avenue between 5th and 2nd Streets has some
good buildings and active uses, but it also has vacant
areas. Desirable uses for this site would be public or civic
facilities, offices, or residential spaces with public uses on
the ground floor.  Parking should be provided inside the
structure, but should be on the northern portion of the site,
with additional active uses lining Church Avenue.

Parking - parking for the Jefferson Center is provided in a
series of surface lots.  The increased activity with the
YMCA may create the need for parking structures.  In either
case, the parking should be confined to the center of the
development area.  Other development should line 5th and
6th Streets, and Elm Avenue.

Cotton Mill - this industrial structure is well suited for
conversion to either loft apartments, live/work units, or
office space.  The Cotton Mill may also be appropriate for
public or institutional uses, but care should be given to the
type of use. 

Trails

A special effort should be made in the next five years to connect the City
Market Building and the Linear Rail Walk to the regional trail system
along the edge of the Gainsboro Neighborhood and CBI.  New
connections should be designed to accommodate both bike and
pedestrian users, and trails should take on an urban character as the
move throughout downtown.

In summary, Mr. Gindroz commended the City of Roanoke on evolving and
building upon its strengths that were inherited and the strengths that it continues to
reinforce.  

(For full text, see copy of final draft of the Outlook Roanoke Update on file in the City
Clerk’s Office.)
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Due to the amount of time allotted for the two briefings, no discussion was held
with regard to the update.

Thomas E. Flynn, Vice-President, Wilbur Smith Associates, presented a study
on Roanoke Central Business District Parking.  He advised that the study was
undertaken to assess the changing parking needs of the downtown area of Roanoke,
including the Gainsboro neighborhood to the north, and the Old Southwest
neighborhood generally south and west of the Central Business District area; and
the study quantifies existing and projected parking needs and includes
recommendations to address identified shortfalls.

Mr. Flynn further advised that in order to adequately meet the needs of parkers,
the City will need to consider different parking management strategies, i.e.:

? Converting long term or unrestricted curb parking to short term where
commercial/retail activity has increased;

? Ensuring that sufficient short-term space is available in City off-street
facilities;

? City/private sector coordination of promotional efforts — wayfinding
signs, shopper validation programs, etc.;

? Reduced, free of charge for overnight use of City facilities by downtown
residents; and

? Shared parking or enhancing City operated satellite lots.

(For full text, see copy of the Roanoke Central Business District Parking Study on file
in the City Clerk’s Office.)

Inasmuch as the regular scheduled meeting of Roanoke City Council was
scheduled to convene at 2:00 p.m., the Mayor expressed appreciation to the
consultants and staff for the presentations.
  

There being no further business, the Mayor declared the special meeting
adjourned at 2:00 p.m.

A P P R O V E D 

ATTEST:



77

Stephanie M. Moon Ralph K. Smith
Deputy City Clerk  Mayor

----------------


